
 Battling robots,
 rival spies, angsty

 vigilantes. Nazi-killers,

 car-crashers, ass-

 kickers. Werewolves,

 magicians and the

 world’s greatest detective.

The next 12  months 

will be packed
 with action, intrigue

 and box office-busting

 monstrosities. Time for

 Empire to single out our...

to watch in
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Megan Fox and Shia LaBeouf  
run for their lives in the “high 

stakes” sequel. 

0123456789

2009 Preview

M
ichael Bay likes 
destroying 
landMarks. We knoW 
this froM Watching 
the likes of the rock 

(in which he napalmed Alcatraz), Armageddon 
(au revoir, Eiffel Tower) and Pearl Harbor (clue’s 
in the title). Trey Parker and Matt Stone even 

 Transformers: 
 Revenge Of The Fallen
Key players: Shia LaBeouf, 
Megan Fox, John Turturro, 
Peter Cullen, Josh Duhamel, 
Ramon Rodriguez, Michael Bay 
(director)
Est. budget: $200m 
Predicted box office: $800m
Watchword: Excess

2009 Preview

“you will definitely have never 
seen anything like it.” Michael Bay

spoofed the fact in their puppet actioner Team 
America: World Police, staging a Bay-ribbing 
set-piece in which the herky-jerky heroes go to 
Egypt and accidentally blow up the Sphinx and 
Great Pyramid of Giza.

There’s a neatness, then, to the fact that, 
when Empire heads to the Cairo set of 
Transformers: Revenge Of The Fallen in late 
2008, we spend several hours beside the actual 
Michael Bay as he squints up at the actual Great 
Pyramid and plans its obliteration. “This is 
really a cool scene,” he grins. “You will definitely 

have never seen anything like it before.”
What exactly “it” is remains heavily under 

wraps. And maybe, just maybe, the pyramid will 
still be standing on screen as the movie ends. It 
being the last remaining of the Seven Wonders 
Of The Ancient World, Bay has been persuaded 
to leave his bombs at home; any devastation will 
be digitally added later by ILM, some of whose 
technicians are huddled at the base of the dusty 
structure, doing clever things with clipboards, 
viewfinders and devices which look like sci-fi 
props and probably cost more than your house.

›› 
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But despite all the secrecy, we do manage to 
sleuth out some key facts. This sun-scorched 
sequence will come near the end of the movie.  
It will be supplemented with bits already  
shot using a miniature pyramid on an LA  
soundstage. And it involves two characters 
clambering up the famous monument. 

One is a human — ex-government agent 
Reggie Simmons, played by John Turturro, 
apparently the first actor ever allowed to be 
filmed on the pyramid. He’s currently about 
midway up its sheer side, dizzyingly high, 
unassisted by wires or a harness and wearing an 
uneasy expression. His discomfort isn’t relieved 
any by taunting from his director. When we ask 
if  it’s really the actor up there, Bay bullshits, 
“Nah, that’s John’s double,” then yells, “HEY, 
DOUBLE, GET DOWN HERE!” Turturro 
peers wanly down.

The other character in the sequence — at  
this moment invisible — is a robot. In fact, it’s 
several robots. For, to the guaranteed delight  
of techno-nerds everywhere, this will be the 
unveiling of Devastator, a titanic Transformer 
made up of multiple construction vehicles (or 
Constructicons). He makes Optimus Prime look 
like Mini-Me and, as his name suggests, has a bad 
temper to boot. As a 50 foot-tall camera crane 
swings across the pyramid and Turturro scrambles 

higher and higher, staring up and screaming into 
a walkie-talkie, “Get a battleship here and ready 
its missile!” Bay rocks backwards with rangy 
energy. He’s cooking up something special.

“When John is running around below 
Devastator, you’ll only see little bits and pieces,” 
says visual effects supervisor Scott Farrar. “But 
when his hand comes down, it’s larger than all of 
us put together.” Bay has this to offer: “Imagine 
six or seven or eight massive earth-moving vehicles, 
with tyres as big as that tree…” He motions at a 
sturdy palm nearby. “It’s going to be gigantic.”

W 
elcoMe, one and all, 
to transforMers: 
revenge of the 
fallen, Where 
excess is the naMe 

of  the game. The first movie featured a total 
of 12 robot characters; this one, according to 

producer Lorenzo di Bonaventura, boasts  
“40-odd”. The first cost something in the  
region of $150 million; according to sources,  
the sequel has been considerably more  
expensive (lead actress Megan Fox claimed  
in July that “it’s twice the budget”, although 
we’d be surprised if  that’s true). And while 
the first mainly kept its action domestic, 
Transformers 2 is taking its cast, crew and 
audience on a global tour.

“We really wanted it to be more 
international,” says di Bonaventura. “Egypt is 
just one of our many stops — we’re going to 
Paris, Jordan, Luxor, Oman, Shanghai… We’re 
going to give this movie a sense of adventure 
that the first one didn’t have, by going all over 
the world. And the pyramids, because they are 
the seed of civilisation, play a crucial part in the 
story. We reveal some things about them you’ve 
never known before...”
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Ramon Rodriguez has  
a spot of car trouble.

Filming at Egypt’s Great Pyramid 
of Giza. The production got special 

permission to film on the usually 
restricted ancient monument.

2009 Preview

“this one’s got so much more 
passion and heart to it. the 
stakes are higher.” Michael Bay
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Don’t stop there! “Well, conspiracy nuts say 
that when you go into a pyramid and look at 
the hieroglyphics, you can see helicopters and 
other things. They’re wrong — those are actually 
Transformers. This movie actually opens here in 
the desert back before the pyramids were built; 
you’re going to see that the Transformers were 
around first. Later, all our heroes end up here 
because of the Decepticons’ masterplan. And 
that plan is not a good thing.” 

No shit. In the first film, evil Decepticon 
leader Megatron’s scheme remained kinda 
muzzy, something about using an Energon 
Cube to recruit an army of malevolent vending 
machines and XBoxes. It ended badly for  
him, to say the least, with apparent death 
and then a drop into the ultra-pressurised, 
underwater Laurentian Abyss. With Megatron 
seemingly out of the picture (“He’s not in  
this movie,” Bay tells Empire emphatically. 

“That’s not misinformation. The tank design 
you may have seen is just Hasbro coming up 
with a new toy”), the stage is set for new  
ultra-baddie The Fallen and his dastardly  
plans for, well, revenge. Who he is and what 
he wants vengeance for are the most guarded 
secrets on set — “I’m not going near that, man,” 
says Shia LaBeouf when we bring up the title — 
but Bay assures us that The Fallen’s methods  
are suitably “apocalyptic”. 

As for our battered cover star, Autobot 
commander Optimus Prime, there may be some 
hush-hush business involving him, too. While 
there are three Autobot cars on set during the 
two days we’re there, the famous red-and-blue 
18-wheeler is notable by its (his?) absence. When 
asked about it, producer Ian Bryce says with 
a poker face, “Optimus is not travelling. He’s 
in the States.” Could this sequel see the death 
of Prime? After all, the character’s been killed 
off  before, in the 1986 animated movie, and it 
would make for a hell of a fall-of-Gandalf-style 
cliffhanger. No-one’s telling.

Back to the pyramid again, where it  
has become Bay’s favourite time of day —  
sunset — and the crew’s preparing to capture  
a sweeping magic-hour shot of the location.  
Not even a loose cable that repeatedly makes 
Bay’s monitor screen go blank, ruining several 
takes, can make the legendarily volatile director 
lose his cool today, although he does mutter, 
“This is how planes crash...”

He’s as relaxed and amiable as we’ve ever 
seen him on a set. What gives? “The movie’s 
in the bag. It’s done,” he says. “We know what 
we’ve got now and it’s something really cool. 
With the last one, I was just hoping it would 
work, full stop. This one’s just got so much more 
passion and heart to it. It really does. And the 
stakes are higher.”

Then, grabbing a handheld camera, he  
starts to scramble up the steep pyramid steps 
himself, to join Turturro for some final twilit 
close-ups. Michael Bay: Wonder Of The  
Movie World. NDS
>> eta: june 26
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