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IN CONVERSATION WITH THE STARS AND CREATOR OF THE
SUMPTUOUS, NIGHTMARISH HANNIBAL
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• Show creator
Bryan Fuller, with
a friendly fox.

What are you shooting today?
Mads Mikkelsen: A meeting. A meeting that has been in
the waiting for quite a while. That’s all I can say, I guess.
Hugh Dancy: Yeah, that’s about it. One of the big changes
in the first half of the season is that Mads and I have
had very little to do together. I’m half pursuing him, half
investigating his past and who he is. Now, after a period
of separation, we’re face to face.
Bryan Fuller: This is Episode 9, the second episode of the
Red Dragon arc. Neil Marshall directed the first one, which
is exciting for me because The Descent is one of my all-time
favourite movies. It was a thrill to watch his dailies, which
are gorgeous. We all went to the IMAX together one night
to watch his Game Of Thrones episode. Neil was giddy to
see one of his films on such a large format.
Bryan, you’ve previously said that you’d cover Red Dragon in
Season 4 and The Silence Of The Lambs in Season 5. Why the
change of plan?
Fuller: When we started plotting our ‘Hannibal abroad’ arc, it
quickly became apparent that we couldn’t afford to do it for
a full season. We ran out of traveller’s cheques! So we thought,
“Instead of spreading Red Dragon out over 13 episodes, let’s
make it a great six-hour miniseries.” It keeps it tight and quick,
so nobody is looking at their watches.
Dancy: Both sections are very ambitious. We’re all over Europe: >
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nterrupting gourmand cannibal Dr. Hannibal Lecter
while he dines is, one would think, a really, really,
really bad idea. But today Empire finds fiction’s most
iconic flesh-muncher in a forgiving mood. “I’m having
shepherd’s pie and roast beef,” Mads Mikkelsen informs
us cheerily. “And a Coca-Cola from 1998, according to
the label. Vintage.”
He, co-star Hugh Dancy and Hannibal showrunner
Bryan Fuller have kindly given up their lunch break to call
Empire from the Toronto set of the NBC series, which airs on
Sky Living in the UK. They’re two thirds of the way through
filming Season 3 — the one that will introduce another iconic
Thomas Harris creation: family-slaying serial killer Francis
Dolarhyde, aka the Red Dragon — and that they’ve got this far
is something of a miracle.
Initially dismissed as a cash-in when it launched in 2013,
Hannibal has perpetually teetered on the brink of cancellation
due to low ratings. For those canny enough to tune in, though,
it’s proven a huge treat. Beautifully shot, smartly written and
flawlessly cast, the first two seasons played fast and loose
with Thomas Harris’ source novels, pitting FBI profiler Will
Graham (Dancy) and Lecter against each other in a series of
ever-intensifying mind games.
It all climaxed with a gruesome battle royale in Lecter’s
kitchen, which left the bad doctor fleeing to Europe, with
Will stabbed and hanging on to life...

NICK DE SEMLYEN
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Did you also see Hugh’s performance in Basic Instinct 2, in which
he plays a corpse?
Fuller: No, I didn’t! I had no idea until just now that he’s in that
film. I will rent it, but I will need to get a large bottle of whisky,
to make it through it.
Dancy: (Laughs) That was great. I was actually hired for two
days’ work — one alive, one dead — and I was paid by the day.
But then the second scene took an extra day, so I made more for
being a corpse than for being alive. I took great pleasure in that.
I also had fun having have my head cut off in Elizabeth.
Mikkelsen: I enjoyed getting my head cut off as well, in
A Royal Affair. But I was also killed by Medusa once. That
was pretty cool.
Dancy: I do envy you that one.
Going back to horses, there’s a memorably horrible scene in
Hannibal Season 2 involving one. How do you top that this season?
Mikkelsen: Ah, the man coming out of the horse, with the living
bird inside of him? (Chuckles) When I read that script, I was like,
“Come on. That’s crazy.” But it’s all beautiful. Bryan keeps
surprising me with the way his mind works.
Dancy: He can spin such rich material out of two guys sitting
opposite each other and talking loads. But it’s the murders
that normally stick with me. The murders are great. You know
what I mean!

“hannibal’s eager
to meet the red
dragon.” mads mikkelsen
• “My therapy sessions cost
how much?!” Will Graham
(Hugh Dancy) and Hannibal
Lecter (Mads Mikkelsen).

How is it working with Richard Armitage, who plays Dolarhyde?
Fuller: I remember seeing one of the first shots we did with
Richard as the Dragon. It was the “blood appears quite black
in the moonlight” moment (from the Harris novel). Richard
was outside in the freezing Toronto sub-Arctic weather, steam
roiling off him from the warm blood we’d doused him with.
He’s a pro, and his insights into how Dolarhyde’s mind works
are so clever.
Dancy: I’ve only met Richard briefly, when he was in for makeup tests. Anybody who knows the story will know there’s a fair
amount of make-up to be applied: prosthetics, tattoos and so on.
But he’s really excited to be here. I’m looking forward to seeing
him unleashed.
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Mads and Hugh, didn’t you meet filming King Arthur in 2004?
Mikkelsen: We did. It was a group meeting, in the sense that
we were seven knights sitting on horses. We got a horse each.
Dancy: Which was nice!
Mikkelsen: We were stuck in Ireland for six months, which is
not a bad place to be if you like beer and hanging out. So the
group became really solid. I made it a ritual every time I came
to London after that to make sure I could see Hugh, one way
or another.
Dancy: It was a great group of guys. And horses.
Mikkelsen: Actually, I just remembered, our horses had the
same colour: grey and white.
Dancy: I don’t remember that.
Mikkelsen: Well, I do, vividly. And mine was a little faster than
yours. (Laughs)
Fuller: King Arthur was actually one of the reasons why, after
we’d cast Hugh, I really wanted to cast Mads. I’d seen them
together in that movie and I knew that their friendship would
come through on the screen.
empireonline.com

• Will and Hannibal:
a bromance
made in hell.

You have a passionate army of fans, who call themselves the
Fannibals. How do they express their devotion?
Mikkelsen: I’ve been sent a few knives in the post. I was asked to
sign them and I did. I mean, dramatically big knives.
Fuller: I get sent wonderful things. Everything from toilet seats
to pillowcases to dolls. The dolls are my favourite, because
I’m an action-figure aficionado. You’re going to see some new
looks for Hannibal in Season 3. We have Leather Motorcycle
Hannibal. Euro-Chic Hannibal. And then, when we get into the
Red Dragon stuff, Institutional Hannibal. So lots more action
figures to be made! I actually want them to come in and scan the
actors — and I want them in scale with The Walking Dead figures
so they can fight zombies. Everybody’s eating everybody...
>

Gabriel Goldberg

Paris, Italy, Lithuania. Then we’re back in America for the world
of Francis Dolarhyde. What goes on inside his mind and the
crimes he commits. It’s very rich and fertile ground.
Mikkelsen: I will say that Hannibal is probably eager to meet the
Red Dragon. And slightly jealous.

Fuller: There aren’t as many death tableaux in Season 3, because
it’s so much more serialised than ever before. But we do have some
freaky shit coming. Something happens in Episode 2 that’s fun
and startling and horrific: more of a creature than a tableau. And
there’s a cool thing in Episode 3. And then 4, 5 and 6... (Laughs)
Mikkelsen: There are definitely a couple of things you’ll see that
are not only disturbing, but make you ask yourself: “How on
earth could he come up with that?”
Fuller: To get myself in the mood while I’m writing, I play a
lot of vinyl soundtracks. Close Encounters Of The Third Kind,
which I really feel is a horror score, gets a lot of airtime. When
I’m in Toronto, my writing spot is on the 37th floor of a building.
I have my desk right next to the window, so it feels like I’m
floating in the clouds.
Dancy: Every so often we’ll get a message or a picture, hinting
at what he’s going to do with us. “Oh, I’m going to have antlers
coming out of my back...”
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Dancy: There’s also all this art kicking about on the internet.
Some of it is a little disturbing. But mostly it’s very gratifying.
Fuller: The one that springs to mind has Hugh in bed. He’s
lifting up the sheets and Hannibal has eaten his cock off. That
one made me chuckle. I have it on my phone and show it to
everyone who has even a remote interest in seeing it.

Jokes aside, do you see Hannibal as a love story about these two guys?
Fuller: Absolutely. One of the reasons I wanted to do this show
was to explore a heterosexual friendship between two men and
all the layers of brotherhood and camaraderie and togetherness.
Male bonding is such a fascinating thing. Hannibal has had a
traumatic break-up with another person who he felt understood
him in a way that no-one else could, yet betrayed him to his very
core. Who can’t relate to that?
Dancy: When Season 3 picks up, we’re both pining for each
other. What I’ve found is that when people start talking about

“in season 3
We’re Pining For
eaCh other.” HUGH danCY
the show on set, trying to work out a scene, pretty soon everyone
starts talking about the worst relationship they were ever in.
(Laughs) It is a love story, but obviously not a very functional one.
Mikkelsen: I recently watched the whole second season back
to back, and I was really impressed by how what is basically
a horror show becomes a romance. Yes, it’s platonic, but the
further we’ve gone, the more graphic and symbolic it’s become.
He broke my heart. So I stabbed him with a knife in his stomach!
That scene, the climax of Season 2, was absolutely crazy. What
was it like to shoot?
Mikkelsen: Tough. In the show it’s two or three minutes, but it
took 20 hours to shoot. In the end we had to cut it off and carry on
the next day. Which we all hated, but there was nothing left in us.
Dancy: We’ve shot a lot of very gory scenes in the show and
usually it’s fun. But that one was endowed with a lot of built-up
emotion. Plus, you know, it was a bloodbath.
Fuller: We used something like 15 gallons of blood shooting
that scene in Hannibal’s kitchen. It’s an element of the show we
take very, very seriously. One of the first things (regular director)
David Slade did on the production was to run a series of blood
tests: how it moved on camera, what the consistency was, how
it looked on skin, how it looked on the walls, how it splashed
across the floor. I applaud him because the blood on the show
generally looks very good. And believe me, there’s more to come.
nick@empiremagazine.com
HANNIBAL: SEASON 3 AIRS ON SKY LIVING THIS SUMMER.
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KiTCHeN
NiGHTmAreS
HANNIBAL FOOD STYLIST JANICE POON
PUTS THE GORE INTO GOURMET

> JANICE POON HAS ONE OF
the coolest jobs in TV. As food
stylist on Hannibal, she creates
the ghoulish-but-gorgeous dishes
that the cannibal serves up each
week: everything from lamb
tongues (probably human) to osso
bucco (definitely human). “Our
local butchers are happy to see
me because they can hear their
cash register ringing,” she laughs,
“but with trepidation because
they know I’m going to ask for
something unusual.” Poon took
time out from prepping Season
3 cuisine — expect odd ham
(“We carved it into little feathers
and made a wing”) and truffles
(“Anthony Hopkins has a summer
place next door to my truffle lady’s
house”) — to talk us through five
of her most memorable courses.

(Season 1, Trou Normand)
“I wanted to do a vegetarian dish more
frightening than any plate of meat you
could imagine. Lotus roots, when you
slice them, look like the face in the
Munch painting The Scream. Five
white asparagus in a row look like
a skeleton’s fingers. You can create
little subliminal touches to suggest
something is off.”
empireonline.com
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Have you read any fan fiction? Besides the inevitable erotic tales,
there’s one story in which Will and Hannibal team up to fight
vampires, and another where they go line dancing together...
Mikkelsen: Whoa. I’ve not seen those. I’ve only read the erotic
stuff... and I enjoyed it tremendously.
Dancy: We’ve not been line dancing together. Not yet. I did do
it once in France, but Mads wasn’t there.
Mikkelsen: Actually, I was on the other end of the line.
Fuller: I’m now trying to think where Will and Hannibal might run
off to that would feature a lot of line dancing. Watch this space...

(Season 2, Futamono)
“I thought this would be simple: get
a pig’s head and stick it on a plate. But
there turned out to be issues. I had to
use a crowbar to get its mouth open.
And because pigs don’t have necks
like you think they do, I had to build
a little hairdo for it out of cascading
zucchini and carrots and broccoli.
Every meal is a puzzle.”
subscribe at www.empireonline.com/sub

(Season 2, Suza Kana)
“You can’t get a more classic French
dish than this. I flipped the tails
back into the mouths to make it
look incredibly disgusting. We had
something like six-dozen trout in
big coolers, and at the last minute
I was asked to gill-gut a bunch of
them. Our kitchen was a sea of fish
and guts that day.”

(Season 2, Tome-Wan)
“In the scene Hannibal’s talking about
infinity, so the anchovies had to look
like a Mobius strip. In the end I used
tin foil to make the shape, then froze
the fish and removed the foil. It looked
great, but smelled awful. Though
I gave the actors chicken to eat, on
the gag reel you can see them look
at each other and all spit it out!”

(Season 3, TBC)
“There’s going to be such a run on
escargots when Season 3 airs, because
it’s snails, snails, snails galore. In one
episode Hannibal grinds up a human
arm, feeds it to snails and then serves
them up. The ancient Romans used to
have cochlear gardens where they’d
feed snails herbs to flavour them.
Hannibal’s carrying on the tradition.”
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